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of stratagem, and particularly naval? IV. Why should other nations more ancient in their naval actions than wee be thought less inventive and improved than us in Navi-gaceon while they are found so much to outdo us in all other arts, viz. Architecture, Painting, &c., and most other parts of Human Knowledge, whether for use or Pleasure. V. Instances of any Defeats anciently given us at sea or Invasion made upon our land by Forreiners from ye Roman Conquest upwards to this day, and more especially from ye French. VI. Who was Genebelli that built the block houses in 88 at Gravesend and first used ye stratagem about three years before of fire-boats at ye siege of Antwerp. VII. Who was Henry ye VIII. Engineer in the castles he built, and have we ever had any considerable Engineers in our owne Country. VIII. Queen Elizabeth's forbidding King Henry ye 4th of France to build any new ships. May not actions of his implying ye contrary be instanced in? . . ."
In another letter, dated September 6th, 1680, Evelyn refers in greater detail to some of the previous questions asked by Pepys, and gives a long dissertation upon certain Greek coins and vessels; describes a ship which would accommodate 500 families; mentions that in Toledo Cathedral he was shown a miniature ship "wrought all out of Rock Crystal, with ye very cordage of ye same."
In a further letter (October, 1681) Evelyn refers at length to a wonderful ship which sailed out of Egypt and Greece 1,500 years before Christ, and suggests the reading of certain works for the details.
Many other subjects connected with the management of trie Navy might be alluded to here, such as the government of the dockyards, the payment of sailors by tickets, and the business of the Chest at Chatham, but the discussion of these matters cannot be dealt with in the space at our disposal. Suffice it to say that particulars on some of these points will be found in the publications of the Navy Records Society.
That society published in 1896, "Two Discourses of the Havy, 1638 and 1659, by John Hollond; also a Discourse of the Navy, 1660, by Sir Robert Slyngesbie." Pepys lefers to HoUond's "Discourses " several times in the Diaryparticular peeces of knowledge, whether in Trade, Science or otherwise, wherein we may greatly value ourselves before our neighbours? III. Bookesheure dufor our perusal.
